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What is Spelling Shed?

Daily spelling lessons & 
practice in school

Online interactive games & homework



 Teachers use Spelling Shed from the summer term in 

Y2 then throughout KS2:

• Session 1: 30 mins, Revise and Introduce new words

• Session 2: 20 mins, Independent Practice

• Session 3: 20 mins, Independent and Consolidation



Research-based spelling

• Research has shown that learning to spell is much more than 

just memorising a list of words.

• Children that learn the skills of our language are much more 

effective spellers.

• Spelling Shed helps children develop their language skills, so 

they learn HOW to spell, not just a list of words.



Skills

Phonics

letter-sound links

Morphology

Chunks of meaning

Orthography

letter patterns

Etymology

where words come from

Visual Memory

memorised words



• Phoneme – the smallest unit of 

sound in a word.

• Grapheme – the letter or 

combination of letters that links to 

a single phoneme.

• Morpheme – the smallest unit of 

meaning in a word.

Terminology



2.8

Etymology

What does it mean if you ‘encourage’ someone?

inspire motivateempowercheer on

‘Encourage’ comes from the Old French word encoragier, 
meaning ‘to make strong or hearten (give hope to)’.

So, when you encourage someone, you 
are ‘heartening’ them, giving them hope 

and making them stronger.

The French word for heart is cœur.
Can you see the link between cœur 

and encourage?



2.9

Morphology Matrix

How many new words can you create?

Prefix SuffixBase Word

trouble s

ed*

ing*

Noun: problems or difficulties.
Noun: a situation which has 

problems or difficulties.
Noun: a characteristic seen         

as problematic. 

un
(not)

trouble + ing → troubling

trouble + s →

trouble + ed →

troubles

troubled

Let’s add some suffixes

un + trouble + ed →

un + trouble + ing →

untroubled

untroubling

Let’s add prefixes and suffixes
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Sound Buttons and Syllables

Syllables are separated 
by long syllable breaks. 

It’s important to be 
flexible when dividing a 

word into syllables. 
There should be a vowel 

sound in each ‘beat’.

.

Draw a dot below 
each single letter sound. 

When two or more letters 
represent one sound, we 

use a line.

enough

e|nough
2

young
1

flour|ish
2

young flourishencourage

en|cour|age
3



How to use Spelling Shed at home



Each pupil receives



Access

• Spelling Shed can be accessed for free on any device 

through an internet browser, e.g., Google Chrome, 

Internet Explorer or Safari.

• There is an additional app you can purchase from your 

normal app store that allows for offline play.

• Your child will be given opportunities in school to access 

this. 



Online homework



Different Games



Teachers’ View



smile

How can I help my child?

pock|et running
run + ing

double the consonant

• Encourage them to do spelling practice using the online 

Spelling Shed tools.

• Work out words we don’t know by breaking them down to 

sounds (phonemes), syllables or chunks of meaning 

(morphemes).



How can I help my child?



Spelling Activity Cards



How we assess Spelling

 In KS2, children work with a partner (ideally not in their year 

group) to test each other each Friday. They pick 6 words from 

that week’s spellings and 4 from previous weeks. 

 This is done on whiteboards and scores are not recorded. It is 

much less ‘high stakes’ 

 We also do a Spelling assessment at the end of each long term 

which helps us to track progress and identify where extra 

support might be needed.



Spelling Homework



Any Questions?
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